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Dear Marita Keremezo, 
 
Freedom of Information Request FOI 2015-08875 
 
Thank you for your request for information received by the Council on 21 August 2015.    
In your request, you asked for the following information: 
 
Can you please give me the following details for 2014 and for 2015 (to date): 
 
A) Stray dogs 
 
1. How many stray dogs have been handed into the London Borough of Waltham Forest 

(LBWF)’s kennels from: 
a. within Waltham Forest and  
b. from boroughs outside of LBWF  

regardless whether they were handed over by a member of the public, the police or 
found by Dog Enforcement Team (DET)? 

2. How many of these dogs have been reunited? 
3. On average, how many days are stray dogs held? 
4. How many of the stray dogs are been handed over to a rehoming charity, and again 

after how many days have the dogs been handed over? 
5. How many of these dogs have not been reunited and not been rehomed, and instead 

are euthanized?  
6. Of the stray dogs that are euthanized, please can you give us figures for each of the 

reasons: 
a. Ill health 
b. Under the Dangerous Dog Act 
c. Because the dog is thought too difficult to rehome 
d. Any other reasons (please specify)? 
 
B) Dangerous Dogs Act 
 
1. How many dogs have been seized a) within LBWF and b) outside LBWF under the 

Dangerous Dogs Act? 
2. Of these, how many dogs have been seized due to reports of dangerous behaviour by 

the public? 
3. And how many are seized without a previous history or any report being made of 

dangerous behaviour? 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

4. How long on average are dogs kept before going to court? 
5. If not going to court, how long on average are dogs kept before being put to sleep? 
 
C) Registers of Stray Dogs 
 
1. For stray dogs found outside Waltham Forest, where is the register kept? 
2. Is there a register kept of dogs that are reported as found in Waltham Forest but kept 

by finder for a one month period (under Environmental Protection Act 1990, 150 3)? Is 
it accessible to the public? How can it be accessed?  

 
D) Dog Enforcement Team Vans 
 
Please tell me the regulations regarding dogs kept in LBWF DET’s vans. In particular: 
1. How long are dogs kept in the vans, in winter and in summer? 
2. Are the vans air conditioned? 
3. What is the maximum number of dogs kept in the vans at one time? 
4. Are dogs kept in separate crates or all together? 
5. Do the dogs have access to water and blankets? 
6. What arrangements are made for them to go to the toilet? 
 
 
In response, I can confirm that the London Borough of Waltham Forest partly holds the 
requested information and advise you as follows: 
 

A) Stray Dogs 
1a. 192 dogs 
1b. Not applicable – as respective borough’s would need to supply this information. 
2.   85 dogs 
3. 8 days 
4. 74 dogs 
5. 33 dogs 
6a. 4 
6b. 8 
6c. 21 
6d. 0 
 
B) Dangerous Dogs Act 
1a. 28 
1b. None 
2. 19 
3. 9 
4. This is variable and dependant on allocated court availability.  
5. This varies on a case by case basis but where there isn’t an owner then it will be  after 

the statutory period has expired. 
 
C) Registers of Stray Dogs 
1. Each Local Authority is responsible for its own stray dog register. 
2. Yes, access is via the Dog Enforcement Team. 

 
D) Dog Enforcement Team Vans 
1. Stray dogs on average no longer than 1 hour, however this will vary 
2. All vans have mechanical air flow vents. 
3. 4 
4. Separate Cages 
5. Yes both water and blankets if required. 
6. There is no specific arrangement, however dogs can toilet before, during or after a 
 journey. 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
All vehicles used for the transportation of dogs comply with The Welfare of animals 
(Transport) (England) Order 2006 
 
 
 
I trust that the above satisfies your enquiry.  If you have any queries about this letter, please 
contact me.  Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future 
communications.  
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, you have the right to complain about the 
Council’s response to your request for information. If you wish to pursue such a complaint, 
please do so within 28 days from the date of this letter and ask for a review of the Council’s 
decision.  Please write to: The Information Officer, Learning from Complaints Team, Room 
104, Waltham Forest Town Hall, Walthamstow E17 4JF, or email 
information.officer@walthamforest.gov.uk.  Please mark your request clearly as “Request for 
Review”. If after receiving a response to the review, you remain dissatisfied with the Council’s 
response, you have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  Further 
information can be obtained via the Information Commissioner’s helpline 0303 123 1113 or 
their website at: http://www.ico.gov.uk/complaints/freedom_of_information.aspx 
 
 
Yours Sincerely 

 

 
 
Scott Cartwright 
Dog Enforcement Team Leader 
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